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Ule not Liberty for an Occaſion to the F , but by 
Love ſerve one another. 
Por all the Law is fulfilled in one Word, even in 
this; — Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, 
But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that 


ye be not conſumed one of another. 
Sor. v. 1 zh, * and 15 ch verſes. 
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CHRISTIAN | 


UNITY. and PEACE. 


P 8 ALM cxxx11m,---Verſe 7. 
Behold, how good and how pleaſant it is, for 
Brethren to-dwwell together i in Unity ! / 


T is, with probability, ſuppoſed that this plaſm 
was penned by David, when the Tribes of 
Iſrael and the Children of Judah were inclin- 
ed as ane man, to manifeſt their allegiance 
to him, and bring him back to his kingdom, 
from which he, had been unjuſtly driven by 
Abſelom,” his rebellious and undutiful ſon: 
On this occaſion he fell into a p/ea/ing and rap- 
7urous admiration of that bleſſed union which 
ſut-fiſted among them, and diſpoſed them to 
aſſemble together in one place for the public 
worſhip of Gop. For the phraſe together in 
unity is to be underſtood, according to learn- 
ed expoſitors, to relate to the public al- 
a If 
n dee Patrick in his argument to this pſalm. 
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If the pſalm was penned on this occaſion, 
we are not to wonder that the pſalmiſt ex- 
text. 

He had lately emerged from the greateſt 
difficulties ; thate dark clouds that hung over 
him were now diſſipated, and the diviſions 
with which his Yingdom was rent, happily 
healed; and this alteration of his circum- 
ſtances being ſudden and unexpected, made 
him to ſpeak of the happineſs of union with 


all the energy of expreſſion, and pathos of lan- 


guage. Bebold how good and bow pleaſant, &a. 

But whatever gave riſe to this compo/irion, 
it has been, with propriety, applied to Gor's 
church and people, when they were in the 
enjoyment of that unity, here ſo. emphatical- 
ly deſcribed. ' Thus it is ſaid, that the Zews 


applied it to their condition, after hep return 
when: the 


from the -Babyloniþþ . captivity, 1 


Tribes, which had, been divided by: the folly of 


| Roboboam, were then again united, living under 
one and. the ſame. government, and Worchip: 
pig Gop in the ſame place, and according to 


the, preſcriptions. of their law. It is alſo ſaid, 
that & was uſed. by the primitive Chrifſjans to 


expfels their joy for tire bleſſed union of 


Jews and Gentiles, under the goſpel diſpenſa- 
tion; and miy now, with fitneſs, be uſed by 
all chriſtian communities, who have the plea» 
ſure of being united in the. bonds of =” 


and charity. An 


m unity. | 


— 1 

And although ſuch particular ſocieties as 
are crumbled into parties cannot appropriate 
it to themſelves, yet certainty there can be no 
impropriety in diſeourſing from it before 


| them.---T'o ſet before ſuch a people the bene- 


kts of peace, may poſſibly have a happy ef- 
fect; it may put them on taking every rea- 
fonable and chriſtiam method to heal their di- 
viſions, and fettle the diſputes that fubſiſt a- 
mong them. Smitirn with the love of unity; 
captivated with the charms of concord, and 
fruck with horror at a view of the contrary 
ſtate and character, they will, probably, be 
inclined to try every expedient and excrt eve- 
ry faculty for the obtainment of /o important, 


ſo in valuable a bleſſing. And fhould they ob- 


tain it in conſequence of their endeavours, 
they would be ther in poſſeſſion of that which 
will abundantly compenſate for all the coſt 
and labour they are at, in the procurement 
of it: For nothing can be more beneficial, 


| nothing more pleaſant than for neighbours 


and members of the ſame civil ſocieties, for 
brethren and acquaintance to dwell together 


And if a difcourſe on theſe words may 


| have a happy tendency, when addreſſed to a 


people at variance, it cannot fail to have a ſa- 

lutary influence on thoſe, whoſe preſent. 

glory and happineſs it is to live cemented to- 

ether by the ties of brotherly, chriſtian and 

cordial affection. The excellency of ae 
8 ate 
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ſtate: being repreſented before them, would, 
doubtleſs,convince them of the importance and 


even neceſſity of continuing as they are. Did 
men more frequently advert to the pleaſure of 


unity and peace on the one hand; and to the 
direful effects of diſcord on the other, me- 
thinks they would bear and forbear, even to 
long ſuffering, and put up with a thouſand 
diſagreeable things before they would inter- 


rupt the friendly intercourſe of ſocieties, and 


embark on the ocean of contention; a ſtormy 
ſea, where nothing is reaſonably to be expec- 
ted but whir/-winds, hurricanes, and forna- 
does, by which all are in extreme danger of 
being ſhipwrecked, and * will inevitably 


be deſtroyed. | 
To deſcribe therefore the bleflings of peace J 


and point out the horrid effects of ſtrife an 
diviſion, muſt be a profitable work; and even 
the attempt, how poorly. ſoever executed, 


muſt be received as an honeſt and well-meatt 


endeavour. Being fully ſenſible of this, I 


have choſen the words juſt now read, as the 
foundation of my preſent diſcourſe; from 
which I ſhall be naturally led to ſpeak of the 
glorious and divine effects of union among 


chriſtian brethren. And as things are beſt il- 
luſtrated by their oppoſites, it will be proper 


to deſcribe the malignant conſequences of con- 


tention, that ſo the beauty of the former ſtate 

may be the more clearly pe! ceived, by being 

ſet 1 in contraſt with the latter. | 
Could 
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Could I execute ſuch a plan as this with 


propriety, and do juſtice to the text, I might 
then promiſe myſelf the approbation of all 


that hear me. But to do this, is an arduous 
work, far exceeding the abilities of him%who 
now fincerely attempts it. It is much eaſier 
to perceive than to n the beauties of har 


mony and peace. 


It is difficult to enlarge on ſuch a ae as 


this, becauſe there is hardly. any proof to be 


found that will make the thing clearer than 
it is at firſt view, Experience will give us a 
livelier ſenſe of this matter, than it is poſſible 
for the fineſt deſcription to convey; therefore 
in all caſes that fe ſo plain, and in a manner 
ſelf-evident, it is ſufficient to appeal to the ex- 
perience and common ſenſe of mankind, and 
very difficult to handle the ſubject in ſuch a 


manner as not to darken and perp lex it. How- 


ever, F will mention a few things, by which 
it will undoubtedly appear, that the Palmit, 


when he repreſented the unity of brethren to 


be good. and pleaſant; did not ſpeak without 


due conſideration. 


And, Firſt, it is beneficiel for thoſe that are of | 


| the ſame religion to have no difference among 


themſelves, but to live and worſhip Gop to- 
gether in a peaceable and friendly manner, 
becauſe hereby vital piety and practical godli- 
neſs will be better advanced. 

Where a ſociety of chriſtians are united to- 


gether, and at peace among themlelvs, they 
B Will 


| 
} 
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will have nothing elſe in view but the glory of 


roots of bitterneſs ſpring up, they not only 
deſtroy every thing that is praiſe-worthy and 
of good report; at leaſt they obſtruct the 
growth of thoſe divine principles, which other- 
wiſe would riſe up and bear the choiceſt fruit 
evil ipeaking obtain among any people, there 


gion. Thefe two different ſpirits cannot ſub- 
ſiſt together. Light and darkneſs,. CRRIET 


ther, than they. As well may we expect to 
tions of the earth, amidſt a luxurious growth 


of thorns, briers and noxious weeds, as to ſec 
religion flouriſh in that ſociety where quarrels 


reſts of practical religion, are fo far from avoid 


I wo 1 


Go, the beſt good of one another, and the 
ſalvation of their own fouls. They are hen 0 
both at leiſure, and in the beſt temper of mind; 
for he cultivation of that piety and holinef, 
which aſſi mulatas to God, and qualifies for 2 
the enjoyment of Heaven. Righteouſneſs and ; 


peace are connected together by the Apoſtle 
Paul; they are likewiſe clofely connected in 
nature and fact, ſo alfo are ſtrife and every 
evil work. Nothing damps the flame of de. 
votion like: feuds and contention. Where theſc 


trouble a people, but really defile them; they 


If a fpirit of jealouſy and diſcord, malice and 


you may be ſure to ſee but little of true rel- 


and Belial are not more contrary to each o- 


find a plentiful increaſe of the fineſt produc- 


and diſputes run high. Some perſons not at- 
tending to this, or unconcerned about the inte- 


ing 


| 1 ] 

ing ſtrife, that they even delight in troubled 
waters; and inſtead of ſtudying the things that 
make for peace, labour to become proficients 
in the arts of difpute, arrive at à ſurpriſing 
pitch of cunning in the buſineſs of contention, 


and even value themfclves upon it, and glory 


init. But certainly they have little reaſon 
thus to do; their boaſted wiſdom is the higheſt 
degree of religious folly, and they glory in their 
ſhame. Aegrec..bly ſays the Apoſtle James, 
Who is a wiſe man, and indued with knowledge 

among you? Let him fhewout a good cenver ſation, 
his works with meekneſs of wiſdom. But if ye 
bave bitter envying and firife in your hearts, 
glory not, and lie not againſt the truth. This 
wiſdom, of carrying on a quarrel dexterouſly, 
deſcendeth not from above, but is earthly, ſen- 
fual, deviliſbd. For where envying and ſirife 


it, there is confuſion and every evil work, But 


the wiſdom that is from above, is firſt pure, 


. then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, - 


full of mercy and good fruits, without partia- 
ity, and without hypocriſy. That piety and 
godlineſs cannot flouriſh where variance and 
diſcord are, is plain from this, that they nc 


only proceed from different places, the one 


from above, the other from beneath; but alſo 
from different principles, the one is the mark 
of the fleſh, and argues the predominancy of 
that, the other the fruit of the ſpirit of Goy. 

Hence ſays St. James, in the beginning of the 
fourth chapter, From whence come Wars ans 
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fightings among you, come they not hence, even 
from your luſts that war in your members? The 


Apoſtle Paul, in perfect confiſtency with this, 
ſays to the Corinthians, Te @re yet carnal and 
walk as men. For while one ſaith, I am of 
Paul, and I of Apollos, are ye not carnal ?-.. 
And again to the Galatians, he ſays, 7þe work 
of the fleſh--are theſe,--hatred,variance, wrath, 


ftrife,  ſeditions. * But the fruit of the ſpirit i 


love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, good: 
neſs. - Now: fince: variance and true religion 

roceed from different principles, it is evident 
that they muſt mutually deſtroy one another, 
and where the one prevails the other is ſcarce- 
ly to be found. They cannot agree in the 
moral world, any more than the elephant and 
rhinoceros do in the natural. And what 
reaſon” and ſcripture unite: in eſtabliſhing, 
that daily experience will abundantiy verify; 
If we take a view of thoſe places, where pre- 
judices and evil-ſurmiſings prevail againft the 
_ paſtor, and one another, we ſhall find but lit 
tle appearance of vital chriſtianity. Every thing 
that is good and excellent is loſt among ſuch 
a people; no ſerious ſenſe: of divine things, 
no lively imprefſions of death and judgment: 
But few additions are made to the church, and 
but little enquiry amongſt them, what they 
ſhall do to be ſaved? No; The main concern 
is, not to gain converts to Gop and CHRIST, 
but proſelytes to their own parties. In the heat 


of her ſeem to ** and loſe 14 


Lf 


thren muſt be good, But, 


C as 1] 

of that world, where harmony, peace and love 
perpetually prevail; and ſome men will con- 
tend ſo long, and with ſuch intemperate and 
unhallowed zeal for what they call the faith 
once delivered to the ſaints, and the purity of the 
church, as plainly to demonſtrate to all indif- 
ferent ſpectators, that they are poſſeſſed of the 
ſpirit of the devil, and belong to the Syna- 


gogue of Satan. But When thoſe who are 


brethren by the ſacred ties of religion, agree 
as they ought to do, and are united by the 
bonds of friendſhip and love, there the only 
ſtrife will be, who ſhall do moſt for the glo- 
ry of Gop; and the only emulation, who 
ſhall excel the moſt in the virtues of the di- 
vine life. Religion is a tender plant that will 


not grow under an inclement ſky, nor in any 


ſoil but that which is ſoft and well manured; 
when it meets with ſuch an one, and enjoys 
the ſun-ſhine of peace, then, though it ſprings 


from the ſmalleſt ſeed, it will ſoon riſe up to 


a ſtately tree and bring forth much fruit, 
through Jesus CHRIST, to the praiſe and glo- 


iy of Gop. But the unkindly blaſts of ma- 


lice and diſcord will certainly chill it and ſtop 


its growth. 


Now if it be good, if it be profitable to 
have our ſouls in health and proſper; if it be 
advantageous to any place to have vital piety 
and practical religion ſecured and promoted; 
for the ſame reaſon the unity of chriſtian bre- 


"Secondly © 
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Secondly, For ſuch to live in unity muſt be 
beneficial, as it tends to recommend us to 
Gop, and renders us dear to him. It makes 


us his friends and favourites; conciliates his 
love and eſteem, his regard and bleſſing, 
Gor. is a Gop of love and peace: He is the 
author, ſource and center of theſe excellent 
and divine qualities ; they are the glory of his 
own nature, and the greateſt ornament of the 
human; theſe he commands and enjoins 
on all bis people; he calls us ro peace, and is 
himſelf the author, abt of confufion, but of peace 
in all the churches of his ſaints. This is what 
the ſon of Gop came down from Heaven to 
propagate among men. Hence he is tiled 
the Prince of Peace; and he left it with his firſt 


diſciples as his laſt and moſt 1710 ecious legacy: 


My peace I leave with you. It is true he ſays 
in another place, I come not to ſend peace, 


bur a ſword, or as it is in Luke's goſpel, di- 


wifon. But this is ſpoken, not of the real 
deſign, but of the accidental ect of his ad- 
vent. He foreſaw that the corrupt paſſions 
of men would make this improvement of his 
goſpel, and therefore thus expreſſes himſelf. 
And in fact we find that there never have 
been fiercer contentions about any thing than 
about the religion of Jesvs : But that this was 
not the end he had in view in coming into 
the world, and publiſhing his goſpel, appears 
plainly from the pacific tendency of his doc- 


trines and * The goſpel, every where 


br eathes 


Lei 3 
breathes a ſpiritof love and peace, and ftrong- 
ly inculcates it on the profeſſors thereof, as 
an effential part of true religion. Follow 


| peace with all men end holineſs, without- which 


no man ſhall fee the Loxd. The kingdom of 
Gop is not meat and drink, but righteouſneſs 
and peace, and joy in the Holy \Ghofl, For 
theſe reaſons, Gop, who is himſelf love, de- 
tights in thoſe who are poſſeſſed of this tem- 
per; in thoſe who fiady the things that make 


er peace, and things wherewith one may edify 


another. Nothing is more pleaſing to hich 
than to behold ſuch a difpoſition among a 
people; in the midſt of ſurh he will dwell, and 
on them pour his holy ſpirit. To them he 
will communicate his bleſſings, will be their 

glory and defence, protection and ſecurity, 
ad beſtow on them many tokens of his- 
frindſhip and love; grant them life and fa- 
vour, and no good thing will he with-hold 


from them that h, walk uprightly. Hence 


ſays the Pſalmiſt, in the laſt verſe of this 
Plalm; As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew 
that deſcended on the mountains of Zion; for 
there the Lox D commanded the bleſſing, ever 


He for ever-more. The meaning of which is 


this, © The dew of Heaven is not more neceſ- 
fary for the dry and thirſty mountains, ir 


order to make them fertile, than unity is for 


all ranks and orders of men, who every where 
feel the genial fruits and effects thereof: For 


to this the. divine favour is annexed, which will 
ſhower 
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paſſion, and had rather” forfeit any thing, 


12481 


ſhower down on ſuch ſocieties innumerable 
bleſſings, giving them a happy and long life 


here, in a conſtant enfoyment of all manner 
of good things. Hence alſo, ſays the Apof- 
tle, in the ſecond of Corintbians, xin. 11, 
Finally brethren farewell,---be of one mind, live 


in peace; and the Gop of love and peace ſhall be 


with you: In which is contained a variety of 
bleſſings; for happy is the land of Sinai. ; 


el, happy is that people whoſe Gop is the Loy, 


Thirdly, Peace and unity among chriſtian 


brethren is profitable and pleaſant, as it gives 
them a good name among men. There are 
ſome perſons, indeed, who deſpiſe the opini- 
on of the world, and care not what others 
think or ſay of them; tliey ſeem indifferent 
to the pril or blame of their fellow men. 
This is really the caſe of ſome, and pretended- 


ty ſo of others. But it may with truth be 


affirmed, that wherever indifferency to the 
good or ill opinion of the world takes place in 


any perſon, it is a mark of a baſe and ſordid 


mind, of a low and grovelling foul; but juſt 
raiſed above the level of the brutal creation. 


A ſenſe of ſhame and diſgrace is deeply root- 
ed in rational natures, and the more wiſe and 


teaſonable a man is, the more he fears it, and 
prizes true honour. This principle, if it be 
properly informed and directed, is the greateſt 
fafè - guard to virtue. 


Great and generous 
minds mightily feel the influence of ſuch a 


hort 


* a SW. 
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ſhort of the favour of Gop and a good con- 
ſcience, than their reputation. The wiſeſt 
men, as I ſaid before, always have the high+ 
eſt eſteem of it, and hence, ſays So/omon, than 
whom there was none wiſer, A good name is 
rather. to be choſen than great riches, and lou- 
ing favour rather that filver and gold. And 
again he obſerves, A good name is better than 
precious ointment, it has ſomething in it more 
fragrant than that. Now the way for a pzo- 
ple to obtain this good name among their 
neighbours," is to cultivate a good agreement 
among themſelves, and live, if poffible, in 
peace. This will ſpread their fame, and make 
their memory dear; this fets them forth in 
an amiable light, and recommends them to 
the eſteem and good opinion of others. There 
is a beauty and fitneſs in ſuch a character 
which really charms the beholder, and attracts 


his kind regard. Such is: the conſtitution of 


man, ſuch the frame of his mind, that he can- 
not refuſe his approbation of it, nor with 
hold the incenſe of his praiſe. Such a united 
and harmonious people, have more effectually 
perfumed their name, and rendered it more 
fragrant, than the moſt excellent and ſpicey 
ointments can the head of him on whom they 
are poured, re 2 ER. 
An idea ſomething like this the Pſalmiſt, 
doubtlefs, means to convey, when, after ſet- 
ting forth the pleaſure of unity, he goes on to 
obſerve, It is like the precious ointment that 
„ ran 


| [ © J)- 
| ran down upon the beard,evenAaron'sbeard, that 
«vent down to the ſtirts of his garment. Which 

may be paraphraſed thus, This unity of 
brethren is ſo good and pleaſant, that it can- 
not be reſembled to any thing better, than to 

that excellent ointment, compounded of ſe- 

veral ſpices, which conſecrated the High 

Prieſt to the divine ſervice, and was poured 

in ſuch plenty on his head, that, running o- 

ver all his face, even to the collar of his gar- 

ments, it perfumed all the place with its fra- 

grant odour : Juſt ſo, this holy concord em- 

. balms the name and reputation of them who 

enjoy it, and gives them an excellent fame a- 

mong men, who cannot but be pleaſed to be- 

hold ſuch variety of humours and inclinati- 

ons, all confpiring with one aceord to pro- 

4 mote the honour of Gop, and the common 

5 good of the whole fociety.” | 

= And as peace and unity tend to procure 2 
people loving favour, and the eſteem of o- 
” _thers, variance and ſtrife cauſe them to be 
1 ſhunned and deſpiſed. Such a character is 
greatly to the diſhonour of a chriſtian ſociety; 
it is a direct contradiction to their holy profet 
ſion, and ſuch an inconſiſtency as is eaſiy 
perceived by all, ard renders them truly rid. 
culous. They confeſs themſelves brethren, 
and members one of another; fuch they are 
called in ſcripture, and under this endearing 

1 character, are exhorted to /ove as bretbren, le 

be pitiful and courtecus, and to put on bowels of 

I | mercies; | 
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mercies; they acknowledge they have a com- 


mon relation to Gop and CHRIST, profeſs to 


be embarked in the ſame cauſe and intereſt, 


to be travelling the ſame road, and expecting 
the ſame reward; to be bound by the ſame 
laws, and to make the goſpel which ſtrongly 
inculcates peace, and breathes the ſpirit of 
love, the rule of their conduct; and yet fall 
out by the way, quarrel and contend with one 
another, hate, envy, ſpeak evil of, traduce 
and defame. How abſurd is ſuch a conduct 


in ſuch perſons! How comtemptible the peo- 


ple that thus believe and practiſe ! What! 
profefs to be brethren, and yet contend like 


the greateſt enemies! Call yourſelves the diſ- 


ciples of the meek and lowly Jzsus, and yet 
indulge, to wrath and malice; profeſs to be 
candidates for the peaceful regions of glory, 
and yet live in eternal diſcord and variance! 
Acknowledge the goſpel to be your rule, Jesus 


to be the author and finiſher of your faith, 


and your great examplar, and cheriſh, not- 
withſtanding, the ſpirit of rancor, 0 
lence and revenge] Such ptactices and pro- 
feſſions, ſuch tempers and expectations, do but 


ill agree; they ſerve to make a people vile and 


bale in the eyes of all mankind. Such men 
are univerſally ill thought of; the virtuous 


and vicious unite in fixing an indeliable igma 


upon them; infamy and reproach fall to their 


| ſhare. The memory of the juſt is bleſſed, but 
the memory * ſuch contentious wicked ſhall rot. 
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N This peace and unity. of ſocietieg 
is beneficial, as it tends to build them up in 
every thing that is outwardly great and ex- 
cellent. Union conſtitutes the glory and de- 
fence of a people. Whilſt they are cloſely 
cemented together, and actuated as it were, 
by one great ſoul, burdens are eaſily borne ; 
the moſt formidable dangers with facility re- 
pelled, and the greateſt difficulties waded 
through. Their ſtrength and beauty, their 
riches and comfort all reſult from, and de- 
pend on their holding, not the unity of the 
faith in the honds of ignorance, but the uni- 
ty of the ſpirit jn the bonds of peace. Let a 
ſociety but continue in affection and love, and 
all things will go on ſmoothly with them. 
Their ſtrength will be equal to any undertak- 
ing, and their ſhoulders to the heavieſt bur- 
dens; nothing, comparatively, will be ardu- 
ous; their abilities will be adequate to the 
greateſt expence: For when they are at 


peace among themſelves, every man purſues 


his proper buſineſs, all are profitably employ- 
ed, and to make proviſion for ſoul and body 


is their main concern, Theſe their labours, 
by the blefling of Gop, which ſuch enjoy, and 


which maketh rich, will give them a com- 
petency, if not an affluence, and put them in a 
flouriſhing fituation. But when once the Demon 


of contention is let looſe among a ſociety of 
chriſtians, and produces diſunion and ſtrife; 
then They are expoſed to eyery evil; trade and 


* buſineſs 


„ 

bufineſs ſtagnate, wealth diminiſhes, taxes 
come heavy, a graſs-hopper is a burden, and 
the wheels of the ſtate drag heavily along. 
Some of us know this by ſad experience, and 
others by obſervation. Conſider how ma- 
ny flouriſhing places in this vicinity, have 
been very much impoveriſhed, and their 
growth for many years entirely obſtructed by 
civil and religious conteſts; they eat as doth. 
a canker, and prove as deſtrutive to the po- 
litical, as convulfions to the natural, body. 

_ #ifthly, Union among brethren. is good 
and pleaſant, as then they will maintain a 
friendly intercourſe, enjoy the pleaſure of re- 


ciprocal viſits, do mutual good — 
| ſympathize with one another in their different 


fortunes,as tho' they belonged tothe ſame great 
family. It is this endearing converſation, this 
mutual communication of favours, this parti- 
cipating of each others joy and ſorrow, that 
conſtitutes the foul of ſociety and gives it all 
its edge and reliſh. Without this, it were 
better to retire from the world, live the lives 
of hermits, dwell in dens Ke” caves of the 
earth, and take up our abode with the wild 
beaſts of the foreſt. A man of a truly bene- 
volent turn of mind, that ſhould have the miſ- 
fortune to dwell in a ſociety where there was 
nc mutual affection and confidence; but on 
the contrary, a coldneſs and diſtance ; and e- 
very opportunity embraced to plague one ano- 
ther, and do acts of wickedneſs, would have 
as 


a * = " 
K — — a . . WP” LS 
— HE, A. 4 < "ds > —— —— ————— ——— 
* «> gow — % 
nt. N q N 
= = = 4 — 


ͤ 22] 

as much reaſon as David to exclaim in the 
bitterneſs of his foul, Wo is me, that ] ſojourn 
in Meſech, and dwell in the tents of Kedar. 
My ſoul hath long dwelt with him that batet) 
peace. I am for peace, but when I ſpeak, 
they are for war. Nothing can be more un- 
comfortable than ſuch alienations and ſtrange. 
neſs among neighbours ; nor any thing, on 
the contrary, more delightful than civil inter- 
courſe and harmony, except a religious uni- 
on, grounded on the principles of the goſpel, 
and manifeſting itſelf in all the expreſſions of 
ſacred regard, and particularly by their meeting 
in the ſame public aſſemblies, for the more au- 
guſt and ſolemn worſbip of IEHOVAH. This 
is the faireſt reſemblance that earth can give 
of that bleſſed and glorious place, where % 
general aſſembly and church of the firſt born u- 
nite in worſDipping bim, who made them kings 
and prieſts unto Gop. How charming, how 
pleaſant muſt it be, to have- one neighbour 
prompted by benevolence, call upon another 
and invite him to the houſe of prayer and 
raiſe. This muſt exhilarate the heart, fan 
the flames of devotion, ſubſerve the honour of 
Gop and promote the intereſts of practical 
godlineſs. This, this muſt inſpire religicus 
Joy, and excite the ſame delightful ſenſati- 
ons, that the pious Pſalmiſt had, when he 
thus cries out, I was glad when they ſaid unts 
me, let us go into the houſe of the LORD. Our 
Fiel ſhall land within thy gates, O Jeruſalem, 

| | | | _ Jeruſalem 
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[193 7] 
Jeruſalem 7s builded as @ city that is compact 
together. Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of 
the LoRD, unto the teſtimony of Iſrael, to give 
thanks unto the name of the LORD. [ 
Sixthly, For brethren to dwell together in 
unity and love, is pleaſant, becauſe love is the 
pleaſanteſt and moſt delightful affection of the 
foul. Where this paſſion reigns in the breaſt 
all is calm, eaſy and contented within. The 
ſoul is then like the ſurface of the ſummer's 
ſea, ſerene, even and placid. But the paſ- 
fions of anger, revenge and malice, like a fu- 
rious fempeſt, raife a tumult, and make all 
things boiſterous and raging. - Anger frets 
and corrodes the mind. Malice, like a living 
worm, lies knawing within us. If a perſon 
meditates revenge, it interrupts his happineſs, 
and diſturbs his quiet ; if he accompliſhes his 
black deſign, the ſatisfaction he gains is tran- 


ſient and momentary, and when he is cool e- 
nough to reflect on what he has done, the re- 


flection, inſtead of giving him the pleaſure he 


expected, will fill him with remorſe, with keen 


and inexpreſſible anguiſh. The ſon of Sirach 


indeed judges him happy that liveth to ſee the 


fall of his enemy ; but if it be brought about 


by our inſtrumentality, in a way of revenge, 
1t muſt needs have a contrary effect. Howe- 


ver, ſhould the malicious man not be able to 
carry his point, get his will, and gratify his 
ſpirit of revenge, the pation will have vent 


ſome where; and finding no external object, 


On 


6+ 1 
on which to ſpend its rage, will recoil upon 
himſelf, and drink up his very ſpirits. Such 
and fo great are the torments of angry and 
malignant paſſions. But in love there is nò 
kind of vexation. © This is the eaſieſt ſlate and 
poſture of the mind, it fills with that peace 
of Gop that paſles all underſtanding, ſheds itz 
benign influence over the ſoul; and gives fub- 
ſtantial and heart-felt joy in the reflection, 
Since therefore there is fuch great conſo/aticn 
in CHRIST, ſuch comfort of love, ſuch fellowſhip 
of the ſpirit, and ſuch bowels and mereies, let all 
that are now unhapplly divided in fentiment 
and affection, be perfuaded to /ulfill the 
 Apofile's and every good man's joy, by becoming 


like-minded, having the ſame love, being of one 


accord, one mind. Let nothing be done through 
ſtrife and vain glory, but in lowlineſs of mind let 
each eſteem the other better than themſelves. 


Seventhly and Lafily, Chriſtian unity and g 


peace are pleaſant and profitable, as they tend 
to give us a comfortable fenſe of the divine 
favour, and lay a foundation for being happy 
beyond the grave, If they have this tenden- 


cy, they muit be pleaſant and profitable in- 


deed; for what is more profitable than the 
ſalvation of the ſoul ; and what more pleaſant 
than to be at peace with Gop, and to have 
his ſpirit witneſſing with ours, that we are his 
children. This world under its moſt agreea- 
ble circumſtances is a place of indifferent hap- 
pineſs, and they who 77 his life only have 
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ſeen, how can he love Gop whom be hath not ſeen? 
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bpe, muſt be in ſome confiderable degree; 
mſerable :- But he that has a well grounded 
hope of Heaven. muſt be happy, let his qut- 
ward condition be almoſt what it will: The 
light of Gop's countenance lifted upon .the 
foul, muſt give it the moſt ſublime pleaſure; 
and put joy and gladneſs into his heart infinite- 
ly. beyond what they feel, whoſe corn and 
wine and oyl encreaſe. Now that they who 
live in peace and unity will be likely to enjoy 
the divine favour, and be in ſome degree qua- 
ified for Heaven, may appear from this, that 
love to. brethren hen prevails, and true religion 
flouriſhes, Whereas, it is almoſt impoſſible 


to be in a ſtate of diviſion, and ſtill retain that 


love for one another which the ſeripture pre- 
ſeribes, and which is made the badge and cha- 
racteriſticx of CHRIST's true diſciples. It is 
his new commandment that we ſhould love 
one another; and unleſs this be our temper, 
it is in vain to pretend that we love God ; and 
if we do not love him, it is impoſſible we 
ſhould be happy hereafter- F any man ſay; 
I ve Got and hateth his brother, he is a har ; 
for be that loveth not his brother whom he hath 
2 
I would not be underſtood to mean that the 
interruption of peace and unity in a ſociety of 
chriſtians, for a time, will always prove, that 
they who are concerned therein, are wanting 
in love to one another; but this is certain 
that nothing tends. more powerfully to leaven 
| | D tho 
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26] 
the minds of men with prejudice and hatred, 
It is doubtleſs agreeable to the divine will that 
we ſhould contend earneftly for the faith once 
delivered to the ſaints ; for truth and holi- 
neſs. Peace, though in itſelf an excellent 


thing, is of leſs importance than either of 
the above mentioned graces: For this reaſon 


we are commanded to /ove the truth and peace, 
which intimates that the latter is not to be en- 
joyed at the expence of the former. Accord- 
ingly the Apoſtle Paul requires; F it be poſ. 


Able, as much as in you lies, live peaceably with 
all men; which denotes that it was ſometimes 


morally impoſſible thus to do. A juſt war is 
more acceptable in the fight of Gop, than 
peace, built on diſhonourable and unrighteous 
foundations. From this it appears that there 
may be ſometimes a neceſſity of interrupting 
the union of ſocieties; and when a people 
thus” divide through neceſſity, and in their 
diſputes have nothing elſe in view but truth 
and holineſs, however it may be their miſ- 
fortune, it is not their ſin. But when their 
intentions are thus pure, they will plainly de- 
monſtrate it by their manner of carrying on 
the controverly. Meekneſs will attend them 
in all their proceedings, and the moſt foft and 
gentle meaſures will conſtantly be purſued, 
'Truth and purity being the objects they have 
in view, they will not dithonour them by any 
meaſures inconſiſtent with their noble nature: 
All irregular and unchriſtian ee 
| 1 


E 


be ſhunned, and all provoking language a- 


voided; love will run through all their actions, 
and to others it will be apparent that the con- 
tention is not the effect of pride and ſelf- will. 
but of a real love and concern for truth and 
holineſs; they will not inſiſt on being judges 


in their own cauſe, but will ſeek for the 


beſt direction, be fervent and conſtant in 
their prayers to Gop for the guidance of his 
ſpirit, and chearfully call in the advice of o- 
thers; and when they have had it, make 
conſcience of governing themſelves according- 


| ly. But how ſeldom is this the caſe: Diſ- 


putes, through the frail and irritable nature 
of man, moſt commonly produce ill blood. 
Paſſion and prejudice, inſenſibly mix and in- 
ſinuate themſelves, and it is almoſt impoſſible 
long to love that perſon or perſons, with 


whom we are in controverſy. Though we 


might have a juſt cauſe for beginning the con- 
teſt, yet it ſeldom continues long, before the 


firſt occaſion of it is moved out of fight, and 


new and diſhonourable motives ſerve to perpe- 
tuate it, Pride, intereſt, ſelf-will, revenge, 
diſappointment, or a deſire of becoming im- 


portant frequently have a main hand therein. 


When this is the caſe, it may alſo eaſily be diſ- 
cerned, Now no meaſures are obſerved ; 


| Puſhed on by paſſion we run into extrava- 


gance, and the controverſy riſes high ; rea- 


ſonable terms of accommodation are reſuſed, 
the wholſome advice of others rejected, and 


nothing 


28 J 
nothing will ow ſatisfy ſhort of the deſtruc- 
tion of him, whoſe amendment was the 
only object we firſt had in view. When 
things come to this paſs, as they almoſt al- 
ways will, there is hen great guilt on one 
fide or the other, and moſt. commonly 
on both; for as Dr. Tillotſon obſerves, 
diſputes in ſocieties are like thoſe between 
buſband and wite; though at firſt one fade 
might be only to blame, yet it will not be 
long before the other will ſtep in and be 
complaiſant enough to take part of it on him- 
ſelf. Since therefore controverſies among 


brethren naturally tend to beget hatred and 


ill-will, and extinguiſh that /ove whzich is the 
end of the - commandment, and fulfilling of the 
law, we ſee the truth of what I firſt obſerved 
under this head, and are not to wonder that 
the Apoſtle thus comraands; Follow peace with 


all men and bolinefs, WIL Dow which 20 man Hal N 


fee the LoR PD. 
Thus I have done with the docttinal part 
of the ſubject, and nothing remains but to 
make an improvement of it. And, Fir/l, if the 
unity of chrittian brethren be fo beneficial and 
pleaſant as we have heard, then people ſhould 
be careful that they do not deſtroy it for ſn: all 
and inconſiderable reaſons. Peace, as I have 
ſaid before, may be purchaſed. too dear, and 
ever is ſo, unleſs it can be had on the foun- 
dations of truth and juſtice. There may be 
reaſons quite lufficieat to Jultily our withdraw 
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from the church to which at any time we be- 
long; and if there be ſchiſm in the caſe, it 
lays at their door who compel us, by unrea- 
ſonable terms of communion, either to act 
contrary.to our conſciences, or to come out 
from among them. In this way is to be juſ- 
tified the ſeparation of our fore-fathers from 
the Church of England. This church aſſum- 
ed to itſelf authority in matters of faith, and 
power to decree rites and ceremonies, and ac- 
tually did pitch on ſuch as were known to be 
contrary to the genius of the goſpel, and 
when they had done ſo, made them neceſſary 
terms of communion. Had they left them 
indifferent it would not have been matter of 
offence; but when they made them eſſential, 
they infringed chriſtian liberty, and furniſhed 
out a ſufficient reaſon for a ſeparation from 
them. So alſo, groſs corruptions in doctrines, 
and flagrant immoralities in practice, tolerated 
in any church are ſufficient to juſtify a with- 


diaw from them. Proteſtants are thus to be 


vindicated from the guilt of ſchiſm in leaving 
the Church of Rome, that mother of barlots 
and abominations of the earth. But as a man 
was never perinitted to put away bis wife for 
every cauſe, ſo neither are a people to diſcard 
their miniſter and ſeparate from his church 
for every reaſon, Many imperfections and 
failings in him, and ſome evils in that are 
to be tolerated with a ſpirit of meeknels and 


i to withdraw from public communion in 


word, 


11 
word or ſeals, or cenſure for theſe reaſons 
and the like, is unlawful and finful.” The 
reaſons ſhould be weighty to juſtify Tuch con- 
duct. Miniſters are men of like paſſions, lia- 
ble to be drawn away by temptations, and are 


encompaſſed about with many infirmities, 


Theſe, if they are conſiſtent with an honeſt 
Heart, and are guarded againſt, are to be 
- borne with. Paſtors of churches, indeed, 
may by a ſingle act of wickedneſs forfeit their 
character, and make the diſſolution of their 
relation neceſſary. And leſſer faults often 
committed, perſiſted in, and unrepented of, 
may as effectually diſqualify them as the for- 
mer: But if confeſſed and forſaken, no good 
reaſon can be aſſigned, why they ſhould not 
retain th-ir office and be reſtored to charity, 
However, as theſe are matters which may 
admit of different determinations by different 


men, it ſeems highly expedient that there 


ſhould be ſome conſtituted judges. And who 


ſhall they be? Reaſon immediately anſwers, 


the moſt diſintereſted and judicious perſons 
are the piopereſt. The people themſelves 


then, are not ſo ſuitable to judge and deter- 


mine in controverſies with their miniſters, be- 
cauſe being a party concerned, the preſump- 
tion is, their judgments will be biaſſed by paſ- 
fion and prejudice. Indeed if they can ſettle 


theſe conteſts among themſelves to mutual ſa- 


tisfaction, it is beſt they ſhould. But if they 


diſagree about the terms of compromiſe, the 
| matter 
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matter ſhould then be ſubmitted to indifferent 
perſons, for their judgment and deciſion. J his 
is the moſt equitable way of ſettling thoſe 
controverfies between miniſters and people, 
by which the peace and unity of churches are 
deſtroyed. Hereby we avoid the abſurdity 


and unfairneſs of perſons being judges in their 
own cauſe ; and by ſubmitting ſuch matters to 


the determination of an eccleſiaſtical council, 
mutually choſen, we have the happineſs. of 
being tried, acquitted, or condemned by the 
judgment of our peers, which has always in 
the civil ſtate, been looked upon as one of the 
greateſt glories of Magna Charta. Miniſters 


and people in this caſe, of one church, are 


judged by miniſters and people of another. 


In this world of error and imperfection, in- 


deed, it is not poflible that impartial juſ- 
tice ſhould be always done between party and 
party : But in this way we have the faireſt 

of it. Councils, we know, are liable 
to be deceived and biaſſed; and of artifice and 
colluſion they are not incapable. But the 
probability of their being thus warped, is a 
thouſand tunes leſs than what we might rea- 
ſonably expect from intereſted perſons. per- 
mitted to judge in their own caſe. On theſe 
accounts it may with truth be affirmed, that 
there is no expedient ſo happy for the heal- 
mg divifions in churches, and ſettling ſuch 
diſputes, as rhat above mentioned. Accord- 
ingly we find, that it is known in our conſti- 

f tution, 
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tution, and the compilers of the Platform 


mention it, as © highly expedient, and even, 
through the iniquity of men and perverſeneſs 
of times, neceſſary, to the well being of 
churches, for the eſtabliſhment of truth and 
peuce therein.” Hence it has been the eon- 
ſtant and immemorial' practice of theſe 
churches, in ſuch difficulties as they could 
not ſettle themſelves, to ſend out for the ad- 
vice of filter churches, and when they had it, 
they conſidered themſelves, till of late, under 
ſtrong obligations to behave accordingly. It is 
true the reſult of councils is only adviſory, and 
it is equally true that they can be nothing elſe, 


| fo long as CHRTST's kingdom is not of this 
. world, and the weapons of our warfare are not 


carnal but ſpiritual. But it does by no means 
follow from hence as ſome would have it; 
that they may be ſet aſide and rejected when- 
ever we pleaſe, without ſin; or, that we 
are at liberty to admit or diſcard them accord- 
ing as they agree or diſagree with our own cor- 
rupt wills and tempers. To fay, that becauſe 


the reſult of councils is only adviſory, they 
have no binding force, is juſt the ſame as to 


ſay, that becauſe the weapons of our warfare 


are not carnal but ſpiritual, that therefore 


they are of no ſignificancy, and may be reſiſ- 
ted without danger, even though St. Paul 
tells us, they are mighty through Gop. Some 
perſons, 1 know, think nothing binding but 
What has the ſanction of civil laws, and is 
enforced 
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enforced thereby. If a negle& to regard it 
does not bring ines, impriſouments, whipping 
and temporal death upon them, it is not bind- 
ing. Moral obligations they care nothing a- 
bout, and fo long as they ſubject neither their 


bodies nor eſtates to any inconvenience, it is 
no matter. The beſt advice, and the moſt 


conſentaneous to reaſon and ſeripture may be 
diſregarded, becauſe they ſuffer no corporal 
puniſhment in conſequence thereof. In the 


| fame We it may be proved, that the ſcripture 


has no force, and indeed it has 200 little with 
thoſe who think that the reſult of councils, tho 
ever ſo rational, may be rejected with impunity.” 


Gop deſigned that men, in things merely of 
4 religious nature, ſhould be governed altoge- 


ther by moral and ſpiritual confiderations ; 
and where they have a due fenſe of him and 
another druide on their minds, thefe will be 
quite ſufficient to govern them. With ſuch 


men, to point out what is duty, reaſon and 


{cripture is ſufficient, without enforcing ſuck 
advice and inſtructions by penal laws. Accord- 
ingly. we may obſerve, that formerly, when 
virtue and religion were more prevalent among 
men, the refults of mutual councils were ſuf- 
ficiently binding; but now people make no 
more difficulty in getting rid of them, than 
vampſon did, white his ftrength remained, of 
breaking the cords with which his hands were 


bound. To our forefathers, I ſay, the reſult 


4f councils was: dae The authors of 
| the 
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it inveſts them with no ſuch authority, except 


1 
the Platform ſay ſo expreſsly:-p The direc- 
tions and determinations of ſynods fo far as 
conſonant to the- word of Gop, are to be ree 
ceived with reverence and ſubmiſſion, not on- 
ly for their agreement therewith, but alſo 


for the power whereby they are made, as be- 


ing an ordinance of Gop appointed in his 


word.” duppoſing then, ſuch a council, on 


hearing matters of difficulty between a miniſ- 
ter and people, ſhould judge he had forfeited 
his paſtoral relation, the way at once is open- 


ed for his removal; but ſhould it think and 


adviſe otherways,7bey have no right to diſmiſs 
him. This we take to be the order of theſe 
churches, with reſpect to this particular mat- 
ter; it appears to be ſo from the Platform it- 
ſelf, as it has been explained and practiſed 
upon from its firſt formation. Indeed, new 
doctrines: have been of late broached, and it is 


confidently aſſerted, that hi, gives the people 


a right to remove their miniſters, when ever 
they ſhall be pleaſed to judge them unworthy 


and delinquent. Now it muſt be acknowledg- 


ed that there ſeems to be ſomething of this 
ſort held forth by it in chap. 8. ſect. 7. If 
the church have power to chooſe their offi- 
cers and miniſters, then in caſe of manifeſt un- 
worthineſs and delinquency, they have power 
alſo to depoſe them.” But if this be compar- 
ed with what is afterwards ſaid concerning this 
thing in chap. 10. ſect. 6. it will appear tat 
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where no council could be obtained. In 
caſe an elder offend incorrigibly, the matter ſq. 
requiring, as the church had power to call him 
to office, ſo they have power, according to 
order, (the council of other churches, where 


it may be had directing thereto) to re- 
move him from office. By this it appears 
they muſt do it, if at all, according to order; 
this order is the couneil of other churches, 
where it may be had, directing thereto. And 
another thing requiſite, is, that the elder of- 
fend incorrigibly. Now jf any church is trou- 
bled with ſuch an elder, and can procure no 
council to judge upon the matter, the Platform 
and common ſenſe will juſtify them in diſmiſ- 
fing him : For it would be moſt unreaſonable 
that their inability to procure a council, either 
by lis refuſing to join with them or otherwiſe, 
ſhould be the means of their being always 
burdened with ſuch a nuſance. But what are 
we to think of thoſe, who, where it cannot 
be pretended that the elder offends incorri igibly, 
and contrary to the repeated advice of councils 
had, proceed authoritatively to diſmiſs him ? 
Why ! every unprejudiced man muſt think 


that "their conduct is wild and diſorderly to 


the laſt degree, ſupported neither by reaſon, 
ſcripture nor platform. Should it, however, 
ſtill be pretended, that his gives them liberty, 
agreeable. to the place firſt referred to, thus 
todo: I anſwer; in all writings, whether 


willy charters, or any thing elſe of me like 


kind, 
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kind, looſe and general paſſages are to be ex- 
plained by thofe that are more definite and 
particular, if they both relate to the ſame 
thing; and alſo if there is a comtradiction be- 


tween' two clauſes; the latter muſt always 


controul, interpret and determine the. mean- 
ing of the former. This is certainly the way 
of ſettling fuch reat of apparent c contradiQtions. 
Now allowing, that in the firſt place « quot- 
ed, the have. this. power given them 
without 5 ations: yet if the matter is 


reſtricted in a ſubſequent clauſe, we are bound 


in all reaſon to interpret the former in conſiſ- 
tency with the latter; and if fo, they have no 
other way of diſmiffing, but by the ditection 


of council. And what makes this the more 


probable,” is, what the Platform ſays in ano- 
ther place. After ſaying the government of 
the church is a mixt government; 3 and point- 


ing out the power that reſides in the elders 
and people, it concludes thus, « From the 
premiſes---it followeth, that in an organick 


church and right adminiſtration, all church 
acts proceed after the manner of a mixt ad- 
miniſtration, ſo as no church act can be con- 
ſummated, or perfected, without the conſent 
of both. How abſurd then, is it to pretend 
that the compilers of this book meant to give 
the people a power to diſmiſs their paſtors, 
Win! it expreſsly ſays, that no church act can 
be valid or perfect without the conſent of 
both, that is, miniſters and people. And 

| what 
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F Wake 
what gives ſttength to this rcaſoning, is, the 
uniform practice of theſe churches from the 
firſt ſettlement of the country; it was never 
known that they ever pretended to diſmiſs 
their elders, unleſs with their own conſent, 
without the advice and direction of council, 
much leſs in oppoſition thereto. This is a 
new and upſtart practice, and ſuch an one as 
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has common fenſe and common prudence 


will ever go in to the miniſtry on theſe terms? 


To have but a pitiful ſubſiſtence whilſt the 
relation continues, and have it diſſolved at the 
pleaſure of the people? Theſe things can ne- 


ver long be. This trembling of our conſti- 


tution, will inevitably in its conſequences. in- 
troduce one more firm and better eſtabliſhed, 
viz, the Church of England. This licenti- 


ouſneſs and abuſe of , privilege will ſoon be 


followed with the total loſs of it in eccleſiaſti- 
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cal, as it has already in the apprehenſion of 


ſome with a partial one, in civil regards. 
The epiſcopal hierarchy will foon diſplay its 


banners in the midſt of us, if our people are 


tame and compliant enough to open their 
doors and receive to their boſoms, perſons, who 
have broken in upon order, and rule in /o fla- 
grant a manner. They have Joſey forfeited 
all claim to our charity and fe lowſhip ; and 
it is undoubtedly our duty, whilſt they hold 
a principle ſo ſubverfive of order, and will not 
retract ſo extraordinary a meaſure, fo come out 
from among them and be ſeparate. And for my 
own part, I ſhould think that there is no ſincere 
lover of the diffenting cauſe, but what would 
frown upon ſuch a people, and neither join 
with them in any acts of communion, while 
in ſuch a ſtate, nor ſuffer them to join with 


him. O my ſoul, come not thou into their ſe- 


cret; unto 2 5 aſſembly, mine honour, be not 


thou united: For in their anger they flew a 
man, and in their fe wil they digged down 4 
wall, 

Secondly, Are the bleſſings of unity and 
peace ſo great as we have heard? Hence All 
who now enjoy them ſhould be on their guard 
leaſt any root of bitterneſs, ſpringing up ſhould 
trouble them. And as controverſies in 
churches commonly begin with the miniſter, 
and are occaſioned for the moſt part by his 
doctrines or converſation, therefore one of 


the beſt rules to be obſerved, in order to pre- 


vent 
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I 
vent theſe altercations and unreaſonable heats, 
is, to keep up in our minds a proper diſtinc- 


tion between doctrines of faith and matters of 


mere opinion. The blending theſe together 
has been the cauſe of infinite miſchiefs in the 
church. The number of fundamental arti- 
cles of faith is ſmall, and there is no impor- 


tant doctrine of ſcripture but what is ſo plain- 


ly revealed, that men of honeſt minds ſincere- 
ly enquiring after the truth, may. and will 
come to the right knowledge and underſtand- 
ing of it. Theſe eſſential points, the num- 
ber of which is ſmall, and in which chriſti- 
ans are for the moſt part agreed, are alone to 


be contended for; whilſt a thouſand: other 


things which are matters of mere ſpeculation 
are to be left for every man to enjoy his pri- 
vate opinion. concerning, without moleſtation 


and diſturbance. The multiplying funda- 


mental doctrines, and advancing particular o- 
pinions into eſſential articles of faith, tends to 
promote bigotry and uncharitableneſs, and to 


| deſtroy the peace and unity of churches. 
The moſt diſtreſſing - quarrels have hereby 


been occaſioned, and pious, orthodox 1niniſ- 
ters of JEsUs CHRIST, I doubt not, have ſome- 
times fallen a ſacrifice to the ignorant and 


miſguided zeal of their people, who, becauſe 


they happened not to think in all points with 

them, at once concluded they muſt be eſſen- 

tially erroneous, and that to contend with 

them, was contending for the faith once deli- 
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wered to the ſaints. The e thing that oc. 
caſions many diſputes churches, is, 
the liſe and 3 of efers Now, 
though it is confeſſed that they ought to be 
examples to the believers in word, converſa- 
tion, charity, faith and purity; yet allow. 
ances are to be made for human fratlties in 
them as in other men; and when at any time it 
ſhall become neceſfary to bear teſtimony a- 
gainſt their conduct, it ought to be done with 
all meekneſs, prudence and decency, and we 
mould neyer enter into a controverſy with 
them on ſuch accounts, without firſt fatisfy. 
ang ourſelves of the purity of our intention, 
and the feckitude of our defigns. Should 
this. rule be always attended to, churches 
wquid enjoy greater peace, diſputes would 
teldomer ariſe, be conducted with better tem- 
Por, and rarely continue long. In -thort, 
this is a point in which we cannot uſe too 
much prudence and caution. Paſtors ſhould 
be extremely careful that they do not give, 
and their people as cautious that they do not 

too eaſily take, offence. Contentions between 
Auch, are, of all others the moſt troubleſome 
and 1 they are apt to rife the kigh- 
eft, art really productive of the worit conſe- 
quences, and have the moſt banefut influence 
on practical religion. The advice therefore of 
the wiſe man comes with peculiar emphaſis 
in this caſe ; leave off contention before if bc 


wed died ee for wizen it is once beges * 
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wiſeſt man knows not where it will 1 T he 


beginning of ſtrife is as when one letteth cut 


water. We had better forego our right in 


tefler matters and put up with many incon- 


yeniencies than break up the harmony of ſo- 


cieties. F it be poſfble as much as in us lies, 


we muſt liue peaceably with all men. Indeed 
it is impoſſible but that offences, under the 
beſt precautions, will ſometimes come. But 
vor to that man by whom they come. 

Thirdly, From what has been ſaid, we 
learn, that it would be the wiſdom af all 


thoſe, WhO ate at variance with each other, 
to labour by all means to adjuſt: their diffe- 


rences; and get as ſoon as poffible on terms 
of arnity and friendſhip again, Every thing 
urges and invites to this. It is impoſſible — 
any chriſtian people ſhould want powerful 
motives to engage them thus to do. The 
peculiar nature and conſtruction of the religi- 


on which they profeſs, calls upon them to be 


united. They thould endeavour to keep the u- 
nity of the ſpirit in the bonds of peace, berauſe 
there is one body and one ſpirit, and they are 


called in one hope of their calling ; one LoRD, 
one. faith, one baptiſm, one Gup and father of 


all, who is above all; through all, and in you 
all, The precepts and * of the goſ- 
pel enjoin it upon them, and their own inte- 


reſt, honour and comfort in this world require 


the fame thing: For nothing is more to a 


Wee s diſhonour and diſadvantage, than to 


F live 
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live in ſtrife. To induce ſuch then to accede 
to reaſonable terms of accommodation, and 
ipeedily to make uſe of means for this pur. 


poſe, let them conſider, that whilſt they thus 
live, they are deprived of the greateſt pleaſure 
and comforts of life; and beſides, are in a 


- moſt miſerable tuts to be called out of the 


world; for how poorly is that per ſon prepared 


for the world of peace and concord above, 


who is taken away in the heat of contention, 
and, as it were, from beating his e ſer. 
vants here below. SPIN 

The religious 8 of this town has 


4 ariſen to a great height, made much diſtur- 
bance, and occaſioned conſiderable ſpeculation, 


What will be the iſſue of it, it is difficult to 
foreſee. But we felicitate you, my brethren, 
that on this occaſion of anarchy and confuſion, 
you have profeſſed and manifeſted” yourſelves 
the friends of order and the conſtitution. We 


hope and truſt you will perſevere. © Your 


ſtrength is weakened, indeed, by the way, 


and your numbers not very large; but be not 
diſcouraged. May we not adopt the words of 


our Saviour, and ſay, Fear not little Flock. Your 


cauſe is doubtleſs good. It is the cauſe of peace 


and order, and conſequently the cauſe of Gop; 


for he is not the author of conf gion, but of peace 


in all the churches of the ſaints.” See that you do 
not diſhonour it by any unjuſtifiable conduct. 


Treat your aggrieved brethren with all the 


kind _—_————— thus convince them that 
. | * I your g 
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your tempers are not ſoured, and that you are 
not wanting in love towards them. Offer them 
ſuch terms of accommodation as all the world 
ſhall judge reaſonable, and even go farther 


than juſtice obliges you, for the obtainment of 
ſo important a bleſſing as unity and peace. But 
if theſe are refuſed, ſtill cohtinue reſolute and 
united among yourſelves, and not give up the 


main point in diſpute; it 1 too great to be ſur- 
rendered even for the fake of peace. The caſe 


of your paſtor demands your pity, and ought. 
to be a reaſon, why you ſhould not abandon _ 
your cauſe; For isit not cruel to the greateſt de- 


gree to turn him off, advanced in years and 


incompaſſed with infirmities, after having 
ſpent his ſtrength in your ſervice, and never 
forfeited his character, to graze" on the barren 
common f the world But thõs is not all; the 
Intereſt of the church in general, lies at ſtake, 
and wilt depend in ſome meaſure on your pre- 
ſent conduct: Still remain united therefore; 
for on your union, your ſtrength and ſucceſs 
will very much rely. Finally, brethren fare- 
-well,---livein peace, and the Gop 120 love and 
peace ſhail be with zou: 


Leftly, Is the peace of religious ſociethng of 
fo much importance' as has been repreſented ? 
then let thoſe of us who now enjoy it, be tru- 
ly thankful to Gop, that we are in poſſeſſion 
of ſo great a good ; and by every prudent me- 
thod endeavour to PORTO -”-” 
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Mbit ue fand, let tis tube beea lt wr fal; 
and whilſt we rejoite at our profent happy cir- 

eumſantes, may it be with trembling, knowing 
the preearious nature of all worldly happineſs, 
And as we' fhoirld be thankful for our own 
agreeable circumſtances, we ought fincerely 
to; pity thoſe that are in A conteary-ſituatian, 
and be Willing to contribute all in our power 
to help them out of it. This we may do, both 
by our advice and prayers. The beſt advice 
indeed is not oftentimes rejected, but prayer 
Mill remains prevalent. Pray therefore for ti 
plate of Jeruſalern; they hall prifper: that love 
thee. Peace be within thy walls, and 'profperity 
_ *wrthin thy palaces, For my brethren and con- 
-pentons fake, I will now ſay, peace bt 10ithin 
_Gop'[:wp1l jerk tby god. O that that glorious 
time might ſoon arrive, when ſao rde hall be 
beat into plougb-ſbares, and ſpears into pruning 
hooks ; when Ephraim Hall no more envy Ju- 
dah; nor Judah ve Ephraim, when the uud 
fall dwell with the. lamb and the leopard tit 
don with the Aid, and. there. ſhall be nothing 
to hurt nor deſtroy in all Gos \boly moun- 
"tain, AMEN, ed 1 „ 
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